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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL, SOPN 

SUBJECT: THOUSANDS THRONG TO CANCELLED ROCK CONCERT 

REF: LENINGRAD 01890 

FOLLO WIN G ADDITION AL INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED BY FRENCH 
CONSUL GENERAL, WHO LIVES NEAR PALACE SQUARE, AND TWO 
AMERICAN RUSSIAN-LANGUAGE STUDENTS WHO WERE ON SQUARE 
FROM 7:30 TO 10:00 P.M. 

- ACCORDING FRENCH CG, AROUND 10:00 P.M. THERE WERE 
15 ARMY TRUCKS WITH WHAT APPEARED TO BE RAW RECRUITS 
DRAWN UP OUTSIDE THE M.V.D. BUILDING, WHICH WE UNDERSTAND 
IS CITY CENTER FOR CIVIL DISTURBANCES, ON KHALTURINA 
BEHIND AND DOWN THE STREET FROM HERMITAGE. FRENCH CG ALSO 
PERSONALLY SAW HOW POLICE IN SQUAD CARS QUITE LATE AT 
NIGHT WERE CHASING UP ONTO PAVEMENT SMALL GROUPS OF 
STUDENTS STROLLING AWAY FROM THE SQUARE. IN THE AREA OF 
MORE DUBIOUS INFORMATION, TWO SWISS GIRLS TOLD FRENCH THAT 
TEAR GAS GRENADES HAD BEEN THROWN. FRENCH CG ALSO THOUGHT 
HE PICKED UP REFERENCE TO GRENADES IN OVER-HEARD CONVER- 
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SATION LATE IN EVENING. SWISS ALSO REPORTED THAT TRACTS 
HAD BEEN DISTRIBUTED AND BOTTLES THROWN AT VEHICULES. 

- NEWLY ARRIVED AMERICAN STUDENTS ESTIMATED CROWD 
AT 5 TO 10,000 MOSTLY TEEN-AGERS. AT 8:15 P.M., 8 TO 10 
POLICE CARS AND ABOUT 100 POLICEMEN BEGAN EFFORTS TO DIS- 
PERSE CROWD, WITHOUT EFFECT. SPRINKLER TRUCKS WERE THEN 
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USED WITH EQUAL LACK OF SUCCESS. THEN ABOUT 9:00 P.M., 

POLICE, INCLUDING VEHICULES, CHARGED THE CROWD, KNOCKING 
SOME 50 TO 100 TO THE GROUND AT RANDOM WHERE THEY WERE 
PICKED UP AND HUSTLED AWAY IN PADDY WAGONS. STUDENTS SAW 
NO EVIDENCE OF TRACTS OR TEAR GAS. (COMMENT: CONGENOFF 
AT 10:30 CERTAINLY DID NOT FIND ANY TRACES OF TEAR GAS ON 
ANY OF THREE SIDES OF SQUARE WHICH HE VISITED, BUT FRENCH 
CG THOUGHT HE HEARD EXPLOSIONS QUITE A BIT LATER AT NIGHT, 

SO THAT CONCEIVABLY TEAR GAS WAS USED WHEN SPECTATORS HAD 
LEFT, TO BREAK UP SOME REMAINING HARD CORE.) 

- SLIGHTLY REVISED VERSION FROM IREX STUDENT OF 
WHAT SOVIET FRIEND TOLD HER WAS THAT GROUP DID NOT RPT 
NOT CARRY PLACARD, BUT HAD CHARGED UP NEVSKIY IN DIREC- 
TION OF ADMIRALTY SHOUTING "WE WANT FREEDOM" (MY KHOTIM 
SVOBODA). AMERICAN STUDENTS ON SQUARE REPORT, ON OTHER 
HAND, THAT THE CROWD WAS SHOUTING "SANTANA, SANTANA" 

(ONLY AMERICAN PERFORMER MENTIONED TO CONGENOFF WAS ALSO 
SANTANA, NOT BAEZ OR BEACH BOYS). SO IT IS PERHAPS MORE 
PLAUSIBLE THAT CROWD WAS SHOUTING "WE WANT SANTANA" AND 
SOMEWHAT DISSAFFECTED SOVIET WOMAN. WHO HAD NEVER HEARD 
OF SANTANA. TRANSFERRED SHOUT WISHFULLY INTO "SVOBODA". 
HEAVENS KNOWS WHAT PARANOID MILITIA OFFICIALS MAY HAVE 
HEARD. BUCHANAN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 jul 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LENING01895 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780275-1175 
Format: TEL 
From: LENINGRAD 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780795/aaaadchy.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ab0efc7a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LENINGRAD 1890 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2116721 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THOUSANDS THRONG TO CANCELLED ROCK CONCERT 
TAGS: SCUL, SOPN, UR, US, SANTANA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ab0efc7a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



